LESSON #4 

Sin, Forgiveness, Redemption
First Reading (catechism, book of common prayer, 849)

q. What is Sin?

Sin is the seeking of our own will instead of the will of God, thus distorting our relationship with god, with other people, and with all creation. 

q. how does sin have power over us?

sin has power over us because we lose our liberty when our relationship with god is distorted. 

· share one word, phrase, or image

Second Reading 
(catechism, book of common prayer, 849, episcopal dictionary, 204)
q. what is forgiveness?

to forgive is to give up or absolve legitimate claims upon another, as when a debt is forgiven.  in forgiveness, a relationship is restored or renewed.  central to Christian faith is the forgiveness of sins, understood as an action of god.  God is understood to be forgiving, a God of love, mercy, and grace. 

q. what is redemption?
redemption is the act of god which sets us free from the power of evil, sin, and death.

q. how did god prepare us for redemption?

god sent the prophets to call us back to himself, to show us our need for redemption, and to announce the coming of the messiah.
· what are some of our challenges and how are they lived out in our life in god?
Third Reading (episcopal dictionary, 433)
reconciliation of the penitent is a sacramental rite in which those who repent may confess their sins to god in the presence of a priest and receive the assurance of pardon and grace of absolution.  the church’s ministry of reconciliation is from god, “who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation”  the ministry has been committed by Christ to the church.  it is exercised through the care each Christian has for others, through the common prayer of Christians assembled for public worship, and through the priesthood of the church and its ministers declaring absolution.  
· How is God inviting you to change today?  
· What is God inviting you to do today?  
· Who is God inviting you to be today?

Prayer

· I thank God for…

· I ask God for…
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