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FROM OUR VICAR
THE REV. JUSTIN LINDSTROM

ADVENT:
WHAT Is IT?

Advent is the
penitential season of the
four Sundays before
Christmas that are set aside for us to prepare.
But, what are we preparing for? Does that mean
we are to get our house ready for Christmas?
Does that mean we are to get all our shopping
done? For some of us, that may be what
preparing is all about.

In the life of the church and in our faith, we
are to be preparing for the first and second
coming of Christ. We are preparing for what it
means to have a God that is incarnate or made
flesh who lived among us. We are preparing for
what it means to be a follower of a God who is
also Jesus the Christ. We are preparing
ourselves in our faith to understand that we
anticipate Jesus to come back to judge and rule
our lives.

So we believe in the First Coming of God to
be the birth of Jesus at Christmas. We believe
that God came to the earth and lived as one of
us so that we could have a deeply personal
relationship with a not so distant God. We
believe that Jesus is the Word made flesh, the
Savior of the world, the Redeemer, the Prince of
Peace, and more. No words can capture who
Jesus is as God incarnate.

We also believe in a Second Coming. That
Jesus will return to judge us and to convict us of
our beliefs. So we are to be alert! To be
prepared! Not because we need to live on edge
and with anxiety that Jesus is coming again, but
that we are called to live our faith now because
the Kingdom of God is at hand. Jesus has
already come and brought the Kingdom and all
that it represents with him; therefore, we are
kingdom people believing that the Kingdom of
God is here and now. So we are to be prepared
and on alert to live as kingdom people, sharing
the love of God in Christ Jesus with all, at all
times.

So, this season of Advent is not just about
preparing our families, homes, places of
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business, and church for Christmas and all its
festivities. It is really a time to look deep within
ourselves and discover what we might need to
change or grow in our faith lives to be more alert
and prepared to be the people of God’'s
Kingdom and to do the ministry work that our
hearts and mind are then called to do. Be
prepared! Be alert! Be the church!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Worship
8am Holy Eucharist with Children’s Message and
Traditional Music
10:30am Holy Eucharist with Children’s Chapel
and Contemporary Music

Sunday School
Sunday School is offered for all ages from 9:15 to
10:15 every Sunday morning.
We encourage everyone to attend!

Connections
Are you new to Saint Aidan’s, or would like to know
more about who we are and what the Episcopal
Church is all about? If so, then we invite you come
to a four part class on Sunday mornings from 9:15
to 10:15 in the Kitchen.
First Sunday of the Month
Discover God
Second Sunday of the Month
Discover the Episcopal Church
Third Sunday of the Month
Discover Saint Aidan’s
Fourth Sunday of the Month
Discover Our Ministry

Christmas Eve

Thursday, December 24"
4pm — Family Lessons and Carols with Holy
Eucharist and Candle lighting led by the
Children of the Church
9pm — Holy Eucharist and the Service of Light
led by our Music Team

New Year’s Eve

Thursday, December 31°
7pm — U2charist
Holy Eucharist with u2 music
Offerings will go to the One Campaign to further
the Millennial Developmental Goals of the
United Nations







